4                                                     Science and Stewardship in the Antarctic
(5a) The existing management relationship between the National Science Foundation and the research community should be essentially unchanged. That is, the current pattern of submittal of proposed research projects and their approval, funding, and oversight, should remain intact, modified only as new scientific and environmental requirements might suggest
(5b) The National Science Foundation should begrantedprimaryrulemaking authority necessary to implement the Protocol; however, when that authority involves matters for which other federal agencies have significant and relevant technical expertise (e.g., Environmental Protection Agency for solid and liquid waste), the concurrence of those agencies must be sought and granted in a timely manner before a regulation is issued for public comment The implementing legislation should identify, to the extent feasible, the specific instances and agencies where this would be the case.
(5c) Decisions required under the implementing legislation and related compliance activities regarding major support facilities should reside with the federal agency that would normally make such decisions in the United States. For example, the Environmental Protection Agency would grant a permit to the National Science Foundation for a wastewater treatment facility and would conduct periodic inspections.
(5d) A special group should be established to provide general oversight and review of:
>    proposals on the concept, location, design, etc., of major U.S. facilities, or significant alterations to existingfacilities in Antarctica;
>     environmental monitoring activities; and
>    National Science Foundation program actions to ensure compliance by U.S. personnel (Le., scientists and others supported by the government) as required by the Protocol and implementing legislation.
Because of a number of factors, including the proposal preparation, submission, and review process and the limited time window for access to the continent, the path for conducting research in Antarctica is long. The Protocol specifies that only those projects requiring a Comprehensive Environmental Evaluation (CEE) must be communicated to the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties for consideration at the next Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting. For those projects determined to have only a minor or transitory impact (i.e., those projects requiring an Initial Environmental Evaluation (IEE)), the Committee recommends:ational commitment and presence that major operational facilities represent will receive the appropriate level of review and oversight. Tb enhance both science and stewardship of U.S. activities in the Antarctic, the Committee makes the following recommendations:erica, Africa, and Australia are respectively at the upper right, lower ght, and lower left. In this natural-color version, the slightly bluish ice and snow of Antarctica elude large ice shelves (upper right, middle left), a broad fan of broken offshore pack ice (left id upper middle), and the continental glaciers protruding into the sea (lower left).
